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THIS MORNING 
WE ARE IN 
JINPOU CITY. 
THIS IS 
BROUGHT TO 
YOU FROM 
OOKUMA 
DELIVERIES. 











APPRECIATE 
IZAKI GOROU- 
SAN WHO 
WORKS AT 
OOKUMA 
DELIVERIES AS 
A GUARD FOR 
BEING HERE 
WITH US. 
TODAY 


hee 
TTY 


FE) 


NUMBER Sy] IZAKI-SAN IS 
: g OF THEM J IN CHARGE 
IZAKI-SAN y \ OF KEEPING 
ABOUT HOW z 
MANY ARE 





LOOK AT 
THE 


PIGEONS 
ARE BIRDS 
SO THEY’RE 
“WA,” NOT 
“HIKI"* 





“IN JAPANESE, WHEN SOMEONE SAYS AN AMOUNT OF SOMETHING, THEY USE “HIKI" FOR ANIMALS, AND °KO" FOR OBJECTS. 
THE REPORTER ASKED HOW MANY HIKI THERE ARE, AND GOROU POINTED OUT THAT BIRDS ARE COUNTED IN WA. 


OOKUMA- 
oe 


PIGEONS ARE 

A SYMBOL OF 
PEACE... 

EVEN AFTER 

WAR, THEY 

SIMPLY COME N y USE ITS 

HERE TO LIVE . ROOF TO 
AGAIN. ‘I RAISE 


AND THEY 
KNOW THAT 
IZAKI-KUN 
WILL TAKE 
CARE OF 
THEM WITH 
ALL HIS 
HEART. 


pacts | 
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STRATING 

THIS 

: TODAY 

A” WITH 

IZAKI- 

} . SANS 
x HELP. 
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THEY ALL 
ARE LIKE 
MY, 
CHILDREN: 










DO BETTER 
IN KEEPING ‘| 





I PROTECT 
A COMPANY 


THAT 
DELIVERS 
SUCH 
BOOKS. 

































































VICTIMS OF 


| MURDERS OR 


THOSE WHO. 
DIED IN 


DELIBERATE 
ACCIDENTS 











YOU 
HAVE 
THREE 
CHOICES. 





YOUR 
DEATH 
AND 
BECOME 


A GHOST. 








I AM THE 
GUARDIAN 
OF THE 
GATE, 
IZUKO. 











SO9/ sur iF you A 
<e WERE TO KILL P 
RY someone vou V4 
Sy) WOULD Go TO 
f HELL. YOU'D 
EXPERIENCE 
SUFFERING 
YOU'VE NEVER 
FELT BEFORE. 












I’M NOT A 
TYPE OF 
PERSON 
TO KILL 

SOMEONE. 




































































FROM THE 
BOTTOM 
OF MY 
HEART, I 
APOLOGIZE. 








UNDERSTAND 
BUT 





WILL WORK 


OUT A WAY 
SO THAT 
EVERYONE 
CAN KEEP 
WORKING 
WITHOUT 
ANXIETY. 





WE WILL BE 
DISMISSING 
EARLY 











HOW 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
ACCOMP- 
LISH 
THIS? 


TO CREATE A 
WORKPLACE 
WHERE 
EVERYONE 
ISN'T 
ANXIOUS. 





























‘| Wore, | SURE... 


SUCH A 
SHALLOW 

| ASSUMPTION 

WON'T BRING 


THIS COMPANY 
AROUND YOU # 
KNOW? 





THe quatity (4 











IS UPGRADE 





OF OUR 
WORKS 










I’M ONLY 
WORKING 
HERE 
BECAUSE OF 
THE JOB 
SHORTAGE. 


YOU'RE NOT 
i] | GOING TO BE 
ABLE TO 
SELL “OLD 
FASHIONED” 

BOOKS. i 
THESE DAYS. 






































/ WE HAVE NO } 
OBLIGATION 


TO STAY IN 
A CRUMBLING 
COMPANY 
WITH NO 
VISION. 





INSTANCE 
MODERN 
FICTION. 

























OUR 
COMPANY 
DOESN'T 
SELL SUCH 
BOOKS. 
























‘SHOCKED| 
ABOUT? 














THEY SELL 

MUCH BETTER 
THAN OLD 
FASHIONED 

BOOKS. 





hs 


ISN'T IT 
OBVIOUS? 




















CHANGES 
WON'T 


WORK 
ANYMORE. f° 


I CANNOT 
IMAGINE 
THAT THIS 
COMPANY 
WOULD BE 
ABLE TO 
RIGHT 


TO PUT IT 
BLUNTLY, THIS| 
COMPANY HAS. 

OUTLIVED ITS 
USEFULNESS 
TO SOCIETY. 











MY 
HUSBAND 
DIDN'T 
HE TOOK 
CARE OF GIVE UP. 
THIS 
COMPANY.}9 








IS THAT 
TRULY 
THE ONLY 
ALTER- 
NATIVE? 





YOU'LL HAVE 
TO CUT 60% 
OF YOUR 
EMPLOYEES, 
OTHERWISE IT 
WON'T LAST 
3 MONTHS. 






































h SHIMIZU- 


SAN IS KUN 
ABOUT , JUST 

TO HAD 
MARRY CHIL- 


DREN. 
































FORGOT 
THE 
NUMBER 


1 
PRIORITY 


















NAME LIKE 
"KYUURAKU 


ai 









































A 
“| | HOUSE, 
Vf”) RIGHT? 
















































































THE 
COMPANY 
I PRO- 
TECTED 
IN MY 
LIFETIME 
WAS 
THIS... 





SOMEONE, 
sl CORRECT? 






































YOU 
WERE A 
BIRD OF 
Joy. 





WHY 5 
DON'T YOU 
WAIT FOR 
ANOTHER 
BODY AND 
LIVE A 
DIFFERENT 
TYPE OF 
LIFE? 












































IZAKI-SAN 

ISN'T HERE 
ANYMORE 
AND IT’S MY 
JOB NOW. 

















PIGEONS. 








THEY 
SHOULD 
1 JUST RUN 
AWAY. 






























































AND I'LL i 
WAIT FOR MY (} 
PIGEONS TO | 

RETURN. 














REGRET 
IT. 

















omen ame TTT iia 


ipa i 


NOTIFICATION OF CLOSING. 


FOR COUNTLESS YEARS, 
CUSTOMERS HAVE LOYALLY 
FLOCKED TO US FOR DELIVERIES. 
I THANK EVERYONE WHO HELPED 
US ALONG THE WAY, AND WISH A 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL. 

THANK YOU. 


REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE 
OOKUMA KADAIKO 
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THE GATE 
GUARDIAN 
IZUKO. 



























THIS IS THE 
GATE OF 
GRUDGES, 
WHERE 
PEOPLE WHO 
WERE KILLED 
OR DIED IN 
AN ACCIDENT 
COME. 


YOU HAVE 
ALREADY 

SEPARATED 
FROM YOUR 
PHYSICAL 

















YOU'VE 
BEEN INA 
COMA 
SINCE THE 
ACCIDENT 
TWO YEARS 









































FEELING 
WELL 
TODAY 
SO WE'RE 
ENDING. { 














WILLING TO 
DROP THIS 
OPPOR- 
TUNITY? 











BUT I'M 
NOT 
SINGING 
FOR CUS- 
TOMERS. 


I’M 
SINGING 
FOR 
MYSELF. 















LETS. 


I DIDN'T ij 
if MOVE OUT 
HAVE yi FROM 
CON- TOKYO AT 


FIDENCE MIDNIGHT. 





I 
COULDN'T 
SAY 
ANYTHING 
BACK. 





























SOMETIMES / 
I WONDER ' 
WHY KOUJI 
DECIDED TO 
PAIR UP. 
WITH ME. 








RECENTLY, 
YOU HAVEN'T 

BEEN TOO 
HAPPY WITH 

uw MY MUSIC. 


” IF YOU'RE 


NOT GOING 
TO 


APPROVE, 
THEN AT 
LEAST TELL 
ME WHY. 
















WHY DID 
YOU PAIR 
UP WITH 





ARE YOU 
SAYING 
YOU'RE 

GENUINE? 



















“RYOLTA 


WANTS TO 
SING TOO", 
“I WANT TO 
SING TOO”. 
THAT'S ALL 
THAT COMES 
UP, RIGHT? 





















You 
HAVEN'T 
WRITTEN 
A SINGLE 


FOR THE 
SONG 
TO FALL 
FROM 
HEAVEN... 








IT WASN'T 
ABOUT 
WAITING I “WANTING 
BETTER... 10. MAKE 
T REALLY SOMETHING” 
KNEW THAT OR “I HAVE 
TO MAKE 
SOMETHING...” 


AS 


HOW 
INCRED- 
IBLE HIS 


TALENT 
THAT 
EXCEEDED 












































YOu 
SHOULDN'T 
MEET WITH 
HIM, IN MY 

OPINION. 











SPECIAL... 





























GeeuEn 
Cl \e io) 























MY PARTNER 
WHO WAS 


"| WITH ME FOR 
4} SUCH A LONG 


FAR, FAR 
AWAY 
INTO THE 








I WANT 


TO SING | 

A SONG 
FOR 
HIM. 


@ “TO THE if 
q END OF Pix 
THE i}. il 


4 SPIRIT” 





ait jl! 
i 


















































THE 
SPIRIT”. 





























THEN IT 
MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
YOUR FATE 
TO DIE. 

















IN ANY 


CASE, I 
COMPOSED 
A PIECE, 












































































































REJECT 
YOUR 
DEATH 
AND STAY 
A GHOST. 





WHAT WAS 
THE POINT 
A OF MY 





HOWEVER, 
IF YOU KILL 
SOMEONE 
YOU WILL 
TASTE 
ETERNAL 
SUFFERING 
IN HELL. 











TO HAUNT 
AND KILL 
ONE 
PERSON. 

















HUMANS 
DON’T 
HAVE 
FAKES OR 
GENUINES. 





AN IDIOT 
WHO GOT 
CRUSHED 
BY THE 
OTHER'S 
GENIUS? 

















f/ { EVERYTHING 

IS FOR YOU 
YOURSELF 
TO DECIDE. 















































WORLD? 





I'LL SING 





mtx end 


DEATH IS 










































































WITH EVERY 
STORY, WE 
CAN SEE INTO 
THE LIVES OF 
EACH PERSON 





TITLE IS 
FUNNY... 
IT’S A 
PERFECT 
PRODUCT! 








I’M 


FLATTERED 
NISHIMURA- 
KUN WOULD 
SAY THAT TO 


ME. 


WE 
DECIDED TO 
‘START AT 
500,000 
COPIES AS 





OUR FIRST 
‘SHIPMENT. 

























IT's MY 
GREATEST 
WORK SO. 
FAR SOT 
WAS 
PRETTY 
NERVOUS 
















WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING 
AZLUMA KEN, 
THE DISCIPLE 
OF HEAVEN, 














FOR GIVING 
ME THE 
OPTION 





















‘SHOULD 
THANK 
NISHIMURA- 
SAN AS 
WELL, 


RIGHT? 








HOWEVER I 
WISH TO TURN 
THIS INTO A 
BOOK, SO I WILL 
BE WORKING 
TONIGHT. 



































KITAJIMA 
FROM THE 
TSUKAHARA 
STATION. 





























IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
I CAN DO 








SEARCHING 
FOR THE 
WOMAN 

WHO THREW 

IT BUT 











KNOW THAT 

THIS MORNING, 

A SINGLE ARM 
WAS THROWN 
FROM THE 
BALCONY OF 

THIS MANSION? Ae 





WELL, 
SORRY FOR 
THE ABRUPT 

EXPLANATION 


THE ARM 

IS FROM THE 
WOMAN’S 18 YEAR 
OLD DAUGHTER, 
WHO SHE KILLED 
HERSELF AND 

THE FATHER 
HAPPENS TO HAVE 
LIVED HERE AS 
WELL, 





























THE 
OF THIS? 










THAT 
THEY HAD A 
CHILD OR 
SOMETHING? 








I DIDN'T 
KNOW. 








TO BE 
HONEST... 
WE HAVE NO 
IDEA AS TO 
THE APPEAR- 
ANCE OF 
THAT CHILD. 

















IT'S FAR 
FETCHED, BUT 
WE BELIEVE IT 
COULD BE 
THAT SHE 
NEVER 
‘STEPPED OUT 
OF THE 

















I DON'T 
REMEMBER... 
WHAT’S THE 

MEANING 

OF THIS 


18 YEARS, 
THAT’S WHEN 
IWAS 23, A 
YEAR BEFORE 

I MARRIED 

MY WIFE 



























‘SLIGHTEST 
CHANCE OF 
HELPING 


ANYWAYS 
ONE 
PERSON 
PROBABLY 
HAS DIED 




















COMES 





‘SURPRISE. 











" KEEP HER AS 
AN 






UNKNOWN 
WOMAN FOR 
ME...” 5 





ANYONE } 
WOULD THINK 
THAT’S AN 
EASY CONDI- | 








I THOUGHT 
SO AS WELL 











P FROM OVER 
THERE. 


























I RECOGNIZED, \ONDY Gi, MY HEART 
ALM 


STOPPED 


























DID You 
SEE THAT 
KITAJIMA- 
‘SAN HE... 


LOOKED 
= AS THOUGH 
/’ HOWEVER HE 

MAY ACCEPT 
OUR REQUEST. 
HE DOES HAVE 
A CHILD AFTER 

ALL, HE'D 

KNOW THE 

REASONING 

BEHIND IT. 




























HE'S A 
FAMOUS 
AUTHOR, SO 

IT'D BE 

GREAT IF WE 
LOCKED HIM 
IN OUR DEAL. 





























AS WE SAID 
BEFORE, WE 
HAVE ABSO- 
4 LUTELY NO 
WE HAVE J INFORMATION 
NO IDEA sa ee ON THAT GIRL. 


WHERE SHE 
7 
WE'VE 
ONLY 


LIVES, 

FOUND 
WE DON'T HER ARM 
KNOW WHERE 
HER BODY 
LIES RIGHT 





EITHER 






















PATHETIC 
SITUATION. 


Ait 
IN” 
j 


yy 





THERE'S A 
WAY TO CHECK 
IF THEY'RE 
MOTHER AND 
DAUGHTER 
ISN'T THERE? 

















Js) RECOGNIZE 
SMa THAT GIRL? 



































AT THAT TIME I 

WAS WORKING 

Gs | PART TIME AT A 

y)\\ RESTAURANT IN 
NOBORITO 


THAT NIGHT 
ma WE MADEA 
BIG PROFIT, 








ae 
© 
at 42 
has 
3328 
x 
+E Sy 
Ln 


\ 


i SS 


\ 
(a 





I'M 
FREE RIGHT 


YOU WANNA 
6O DRINK 
WITH ME? 


GOOD LUCK, 
T'LL GET THE 
BOOK IF IT 
COMES OUT. 


AB DON'T 
BA KNOW RIGHT 











Th 


y 
WAN 
i 





































PERHAPS 
YOU MET 
THEIR FAMILY... 
PLEASE TRY TO 
REMEMBER. 











ff Yowtowe ) 
oy VIVE You 
PEW TVE 
CRE OF THE 
_ MURDERED? 





BYeARs an 205, 
ma 




























TYE PROWISE 
THAT WOULD 
SEND YOU 
TO WEEE IF 
YOU PROKE 

'v. 








Twrr yvou'o 
WEVER 
WAKE THE 
DECISION 
FOR 
SOWEOWE 
FUSE. 
You've 
WEVER 
ONCE 
PROKE IT. 











PERWAPS IT’S 1 

TIWE FoR vou 
0 DECIDE 
YOUR OWN 


FATE WS WEEE 


















































REMEMBER, 


I ALMOST 
DROWNED 
BECAUSE OF A 
HIGH WAVE. 

















LOOKING 
THROUGH SS 














SHE 
COULD 
BE MY 

DAUGHTER. 














THINKING 
ue ve Ha z 
So, 

















SUFFERED 
TOO MUCH. 





IF SHE'S 
DAUGHTER 

















we've _\ , 
RECEIVED 


RESULTS. 





























‘SEE HER. 



























































I 
BELIEVE I 
MET YOU 
18 YEARS 

AGO. 























I CAN’T 
REMEMBER 
EACH ONE. 








I'VE SLEPT 






WITH A 
MOUNTAIN 
OF MEN. 





ISN'T THIS 
A MORBID 
SETTING? 


SHOULDN'T 
YOU GO 
BACK TO 

YOUR HOME? 









































THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
EFFORTS. 


I LOWER 
MY HEAD ¥ 
IN RESPECT 
FOR YOUR 
COURAGE. ff 














FRO TH WORLD.. 





























WARGO UO TH 
WORLD... QUE 
4m KUL 








WF iid end 

















d’by,,Zyph 
bys 


eath \ 




















NAME IS 
NANJOU 
KYOUKO. 






IT SEEMED 
HER HOME 
HAD LOST 
ITS GAS 
AND WATER 
YEARS AGO. 


THE HEAD 
WAS. 
MISSING... 





IT WAS 
REALLY A 
CORPSE? 















































THERE'S 
NOTHING TO. 
IDENTIFY 
THE GIRL’S 
FACE? 




















I WILL 
PASS MY 
LIFE 
WITHOUT 
KNOWING 
HOW MY 
DAUGHTER 
LOOKED. 







































Wien | 
COULD YOU ‘ame 1M, 
KNOW HOW Fest 





BODY AND 
CAME 
HERE, 











YOU WERE 
KILLED BY 
YOUR 
MOTHER. 























NANJOU 
KYOUKO'S 
FATHER. 










































24 UNDERSTAND 
Z\ Wwiy KYOUKO 
BECAME LIKE 



























































A 
CONSTANT 
FIGHT 





WITH MY 
MOTHER. 














BUT I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND | 
WHY IHAD | 
TO GO 
OUTSIDE. 




































































YOU SEEM 
TO BE VERY 
TIRED, LETS 


GO OUT 
TO EAT. 






































WERE HER 


THOUGHTS! | Y==q] 
WHAT DID Nea 


SHE Look WN 




















THE 
We MEANING 
OF THIS? 





HONESTLY 
I... WAS 
REQUESTED 
BY YOUR 
WIFE TO "BE 


BY YOL FOR 
A WHILE". 











WHAT IS 
SHE 
SAYING 
THAT I’M 
DOING 




















PARENTS’ 
HOME 
WITH 
MIKA-SAN 
FOR A 
WHILE. 

















ANYTHING 
FOR YOU. 








FOR THAT 
MAGAZINE 


RESERVE 
YOU CAN 
CONTACT 

THAT 

MAGAZINE, 

CORRECT? 









































THIS IS 








HOWEVER 
FOR THIS 
ISSUE, IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ME TO 
DO THIS. 


IF YOU DO 
THAT, YOUR 
REPUTATION 
WILL BE 
TARNISHED. 













I DON'T 
CARE IF 
YOU USE 








I WANT TO 
KNOW HOW 
SHE LIVED 
FOR 18 
YEARS. 





























T WANT ANY 
\@ INFoR- 
sy MATION THAT 
COULD BE 
PROVIDED BY 
PEOPLE WHO 
KNEW HER. 





























I’M HER 
FATHER. 



































BUT TO BE 
REBORN, 


I NEED 
TO GO TO 
HEAVEN. 








EVEN 
TURN INTO 
SNOW 
AND KILL 
THEM LIKE 


SO I CAN 
HAUNT AND 
KILL ONE 
PERSON 
AND THEN 
60 TO 
HELL...? 


I DEFINITELY 
DON’T WANT 
TO GO 
OUTSIDE 
AGAIN. 








STAY HERE 

AT THE GATE ¥ 

OF GRUDGES 
AND GIVE 

THE CHOICE | 





OF PATHS 

TO THOSE 

THAT PASS. / 
i. 


THAT WAY 
YOU'LL 
NEVER 

HAVE TO 


6O 
ANYWHERE, 

















KYOUKO HAD 
BEEN TOLD 
BY DOCTORS 

THAT SHE'D 
NEVER BEAR 
SHE WAS : 
HAPPY TO “< A CHILD. 
GET YOU. : oz, 


THAT'S WHY 


DID YOU 
HATE 
YOUR 

MOTHER 

WHO SOLD 
3 HERSELF? 


OUTSIDE? ff 





BUT 
GRANDPA’S, 
BODY IS 
BAD, SO 
SHE HAS 
TO WORK. 


WITHOUT 
UNDER- 
STANDING 
ANY OF 
THIS, 


TO 
REFUSE 
TO GO 
OUTSIDE... 
WHAT A 
SELFISH 











THIS |i 

PACKAGE IS | Ke 

ADDRESSED 

TO NANJOU 
KYOUKO. 










































































THIS IS 
REALITY. 



































I HAVE THIS 
FEELING... 
THAT I NEED 
TO KILL 


SOMEONE. 
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gust Let It 
GO AND LIVE 
YOUR LIFE 
AGAIN WITH 
HER 


oe 




















I HAVE 
JUST ONE 
REQUEST 
















PUT THE 
DAUGHTER 
WHOSE FACE 











WHY DID 
YOU NOT 
WANT TO 


GO 
OUTSIDE? 


YOU ENDED 
UP TAKING 
SO MUCH 








YOU HATED 


GRANDPA 
FOR 


TURNING A 
BLIND EYE 
(ON THIS 

















I DIED 
WITHIN MY 
MOTHER'S 

WOMB 


























































, ANNA FIRST 


STOOD UP 
AROUND 
STANDING ON NOVEMBER, 
HER TWO FEET, LAUGHING 
, AND SMILING 
SHE REACHED 
OUT FOR THE 
DOLL IN FRONT 
OF HER 














- THAT'S 
“RIGHT, SHE 
LOVED 
SPAGHETTI 





MY 
PRESENT THE SECOND 


TO ANNA- BIRTHDAY 


ITHE SECOND 






REMEMBER, i 
BIRTHDAY = 














yi 
\\ 4 THAT'S 
x RIGHT 






































YOu MUST 
HAVE 


WISHED Te 
BE LOVED f£ 
AS WELL 














birthday 












































ie i, 


























TO BE ABLE 
TO FORCE A Fe 
LIFE FROM 
SOMEONE IS ©. 

THE WORST , 


BEING 
KILLED IS 
INTOLER- 











“AND YET 
YOu STILL 

f WANTED 
QP toe 




















LIFE CAN 


GETTING 
KILLED IS 


THE 
WORST... 








I WANT TO 
SAVE THE 


SPIRITS OF 
THOSE WHO 
WERE 
KILLED 














YOUR 
SPIRIT 
WILL BE 
LOCKED 
HERE 


SANDWICHED 
BETWEEN 
HEAVEN AND 
HELL, THE 
GUARDIAN OF 
SPIRITS WITHA | 
GRUDGE 





you 
Wie 
BECOME 
} THE 
| 1ZUKO 
OF THIS 









































WHERE IS 
THIS? 








YOU HAVE 
LEFT YOUR 
PHYSICAL 


MURDERED 
AND NOW 
dust A 
SOUL... 








THE FIRST IS 
TO ACCEPT 
YOUR DEATH, 
JOURNEY TO 
HEAVEN, AND 
BE REBORN 


AGAIN 


HOWEVER, IF YOU 
CHOOSE THIS 
PATH, YOU WILL 
BE SENT TO HELL 
TO SUFFER 
ETERNAL 








YOU CAN 
HAUNT 
AND KILL 


YOU HAVE 
THREE 
PATHS OF 
WHICH YOU 
CAN TAKE 











I gust 
WISHED TO 
ACCOMPLISH 
‘ONE MORE 
THING IN LIFE 


BUT THERE 

IS NO WAY T 
COULD KILL 
ANOTHER 





SIMPLE 
AUTHOR 























I WAS 
UNABLE TO 
IMMORTALIZE 

MY DAUGHTER 


SHE WAS 
ALSO 
MURDERED 


PASSING 
THROUGH 
HERE? 














I'M SORRY 
BUT IT AM 
UNABLE TO 
ANSWER THAT 
QUESTION 




















fe 
Ee YOU LOVED 
A YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
DEEPLY 


ees 








YOU, OF 
ALL 
PEOPLE, 
WILL BE 
ABLE TO 
MEET HER 


HOPEFULLY 




































KNEW THAT 


My FATHER 
WAS COMING 




































































